
 

 

Wildcat Weekly 

Palestine ISD is now halfway 
through the fourth six weeks.      
I hope everyone is having a great 
start to the second semester! 

As a school superintendent,  
education of students is         
always on my mind. So as              
lawmakers from across Texas 
were sworn in for the 85th            
Legislative Session at the State 
Capitol in Austin earlier this 
month, my hope is that the needs 
of public schools will be carefully 
considered.  

In preparation for this legislative 
session, Anderson County public 
school districts, as well as               
Freestone County schools joined 
together this past fall to develop 
the following list of concerns that 
all of the schools felt were the 
most critical areas of need. 

1) Parents have the absolute right 
to choose the best educational 
program for their children. 
However, public funds should 
not be used to pay for educa-
tion vouchers, private school 
education, private choice             
programs, or tax credits for 
education scholarships. 

2) Improvement in state funding 
formulas ensuring that all 
school districts receive an            
equitable level of funding, and 
adjust current funding dispari-
ties from the 84th legislative 
session. 

3) HB 5 should not be substan-
tially modified or rewritten 
before it is fully implemented 
so it can improve the quality of                  
education for all Texas school 
children.                                                           

The state’s assessment system, 
however, should be aligned 
with the requirements of No 
Child Left Behind (NCLB) 
especially the testing that is 
required in grades 3-8. Further, 
the Common Core curricula 
should not be adopted by the 
state of Texas.                                           

4)The 85th legislature should 
provide additional money to 
school districts allowing an 
increase in pay for teachers. 
Further, the legislature should 
increase the Texas Teacher 
Retirement System (TRS)             
benefits and should ensure that 
TRS remains a defined benefit 
retirement system. Increasing 
pay, benefits, and ensuring a 
strong retirement will help    
attract and retain quality school 
district employees in Texas. 

5) The 85th legislature should 
invest in the future of our             
students by fully funding pre-
Kindergarten programs for 
students. The legislature 
should further invest in stu-
dents by providing funding 
and resources for junior high 
career and technology courses. 

Additionally, schools in              
Anderson County support the 
efforts of the University Scholas-
tic League (UIL) and oppose any 
changes to the current structure 
of the UIL. Further, we support 
the current structure of regional 
Education Service Centers 
(ESC’s) and oppose any man-
date(s) that would require ESC’s 
to exercise regulatory oversight 
of local school districts. 

As our elected officials begin their 
work in Austin, each school district 
in Anderson County and Freestone 
County will be communicating 
with them to ensure they are aware 
of legislation that is working, as 
well as the legislation that is nega-
tively impacting schools.  

Positive change can only take place 
if our leaders are informed on the  
issues. I encourage everyone to 
take a few moments to share your 
ideas or concerns for our schools 
with elected officials. The contact 
information for State Representa-
tive Byron Cook, Senator Robert 
Nichols, and Dr. Keven Ellis of 
the State Board of Education is 
listed below. 
 
Please communicate with them the 
value of public education and the 
impact it will have on our future 
society.   
 
1) Representative Byron Cook -

Texas House Member: 512-
463-0730 

2) Senator Robert Nichols - 
Texas Senator: 512-463-0103 

3) Dr. Keven Ellis - State Board 
of Education: 512-710-7915 

PHS will host a Carter BloodCare 
blood drive next Thursday, January 
26th from 8:00 am until 3:00 pm in 
the Auxiliary Gym. The state is in a 
severe blood shortage so anyone 
who is able to donate will be               
greatly appreciated.  
 
Have a great weekend! 
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Inside this issue: 

                                                            
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, January 23 

5:00 pm Junior High                       
Basketball vs. Madisonville 
(Girls Home/Boys Away) 

5:00 pm Girls & Boys  JV2           
Soccer vs. Robert E. Lee (Away) 

7:00 pm School Board Meeting 

Tuesday, January 24 

5:00 pm Boys F/JV/V              
Basketball vs. Tatum (Home) 

5:00 pm Girls JV1/V               
Soccer vs. Hudson (Away) 

5:30 pm Boys JV1/V                  
Soccer vs. Whitehouse (Home) 

Thursday, January 26 

4:00 pm Girls JV2  Soccer vs. 
Carlisle (Away) 

Boys Soccer @ Ennis Tourn. 

Friday, January 27 

5:00 pm Girls & Boys JV/V  
Basketball vs.  Madisonville 

(Away) 

5:00 pm Girls JV1/V Soccer vs.  
Nacogdoches (Away) 

5:30 pm Boys JV2/V Soccer vs. 
Lindale (Away) 

Boys Soccer @ Ennis Tourn. 

Saturday, January 28 

Girls Junior High Basketball @ 
Fairfield 

Boys Soccer @ Ennis Tourn. 

from the Superintendent: Jason Marshall 

Have a great 2016-2017 school year! 

PHS Blood Drive 
Thursday, January 26, 8 a-3 p 

PHS Auxiliary Gym 
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Go Wildcats 
Athletic Director: Robby Clark 

Palestine Athletics 

 

 

SOCCER 

Congratulations to the Boys’ Soccer Team for being ranked #1 in 

the state of Texas by Maxpreps in their first 4A state ranking of 

the year.  The boys won the 5A/4A Hallsville Soccer Tournament 

for the 2nd year in a row. The team also won first place in the 7th 

Annual Wildcat Classic last weekend, and went on to defeat the 

State ranked Henderson Lions 1-0 this week. In this week’s     

Terrell Tournament, the team defeated Midlothian Heritage 2-1 

and also defeated Paris 2-0 in the nightcap.  The Wildcats         

currently have a record of 11 wins, 0 losses, and 1 tie. 

Coach Absalom 

 

 

 

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 

The Freshman Girls’ Basketball Team played a close game against Mexia  

this week. This is a good group of freshman and we are excited about it. 

(Score: 33-41)   

The Varsity Girls’ Team had a good game plan against Mexia to slow the 

game down. Coach Mark Chapa has done a great job of managing our      

defense and all credit goes to him for holding Mexia to 45 points.                 

(Score: 25-45).  

Coach Ross 

 

 

 

 

BOYS’ BASKETBALL 

The Freshman Boys’ Basketball Team beat the Mexia Black Cats this week. 

(Score: 61-54). This was their tightest game in a while, they managed            

situations well and made some clutch spots.  

The JV Boys’ Basketball Team played a hard fought game against a good           

Mexia JV team and won the game 66-58. I was proud of the guys and how 

they really got after it defensively. This was one of their best games of the 

year. 

I was really proud of the varsity team and how they played against Mexia.                

It was a back and forth with us taking the lead in the fourth with 20 seconds 

left, but Mexia was able to get a put back with 12 seconds left. Although 

Mexia won, I can’t say enough about the Wildcats and how they keep           

battling every game. (Score: 66-65)  

Coach Johnson 



 

 

Page 3 Wi ldcat  Weekly  Volume 5: Issue 13 

Palestine High School 
Principal:  Dr. William Stewart 

 
 

 

 

T.J. Dever is working hard                                  

bending a Santa Maria grill. 

Chasidy Gross and Jasmine Davis                                                                            
are on their way to success with their new CNA certifications. 

These young men represented Palestine High School 
on January 14, 2017 at the ATSSB Region 21 band 
clinic.                         
Congratulations on a fantastic performance! (L-R): 
Daniel Arzola-flute, Faustino Lara-trumpet, Lucas 
Sheeley-tuba, Aaron Jackson-percussion. 

  

  

(L-R):     Nick Dominguez, Charlee Cockrell,                                             
       Jack Hallock, and Katie Stone  
 
The Palestine debate team did a great job at the Prince-
ton debate meet.  
 
Our own student, Charlee Cockrell, earning 1st place in 
the LD debate portion. Overall the team had wins and 
earned more experience and will continue to achieve 
greatness. 
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Palestine Junior High School 
Principal:  Stephen Cooksey 

 
 

 

 

PJH is so proud to announce that 42 students were inducted into the National Junior Honor Society.                                                      

Congratulations to these students on all their hard work! 

The 8th grade class got all dressed up for their Junior High formal.                                               

The students had a wonderful time and made great memories with their classmates. 

Mrs. Brockman’s class attended the Ellen Trout Zoo in Lufkin, Texas.                                                                                                                

The students had a fantastic time learning about the animals. 
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A.M. Story Intermediate 

Principal:  Jaime Clark 

 
 

 

 

On Saturday, January 7th,  27 students from Story Intermediate                
competed in a VEX IQ Robotics Tournament in Terrell, TX.                           
 
The students were organized into seven teams. In the Finals Match, 
one of the teams won first place and another team won second place.  
 
Members of the first place team: Isaac Delgado, 
Jessica Fabian, Joseph Fabian, Andy Marroquin, and Garrett Steadman 
 
Members of the second place team: Matthew Martinez, Osvaldo        
Gabriel Quevedo, Jose Rodriguez, Connor Schwab, Nestor Toscano 
 
The first place team will compete at the state competition later this 
spring. All students at the competition learned a lot and had a good 
time. 
 
Robotics at Story requires a serious time commitment. Students meet  
a minimum of two days after school each week. Each after school 
session is two hours long. Some students attend all four days of             
practice for eight hours of after school robotics each week. Students 
are required to maintain a grade no lower than a B in all of their            
classes. 
 
Some of the things the fourth, fifth, and sixth graders in robotics learn 
are gear ratios, center of balance, the trade-off of power vs. torque, 
mathematics, and computer programming to program the numerous 
sensors available on the robot. 
 
The team is coached by technology teacher, Virgil Buell and fully            
supported by the principal, Jaime Clark. 

Team 76543A has received the "Teamwork Champion 

Award (VIQC)" award at the                                                   

Terrell ISD VEX IQ Competition 
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Southside Elementary 
Principal:  Melissa Molandes 

 

 

Thank you to Sergeant Justin Willoughby and Corporal Matt Kerr for telling our class about Blue the Police K9.  

Ms. Camp’s class using a hands on approach to look at procedural text. 
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Northside Primary 
Principal:  Barbara Dutton 

 

 

Mrs. Jackson’s kids reviewed vocabulary                                                                  
from the book “A Snowy Day”                                                                        
while having a snowball fight.  

 
Even the adults joined in the fun! 

Close to 100 dads enjoyed                    

breakfast with their child                         

during the 2nd Annual                          

WatchDOGS                                        

Donuts with Dad. 

Musicians from the Piatigorsky Foundation                                                 
played for students on the piano and viola. 

Santiago Alejo and Valerie Olguin                            
were the winners of                                        

Northside’s Attendance Incentive                                 
for the Fall Semester.                                      

Pastor Jordan Byrd of the                                         
Palestine Rotary Club                                                

presented them their new bikes. 
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Washington ECC 
Principal:  Sheila Bradley 

 

 

Washington Early Childhood Daycare 

Infants 

Toddlers 

2 Year Olds 

3 Year Olds 

Where Each  

and Every 

Child is Loved! 
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PALESTINE ISD 
TACE 

Northside Primary TACE Center 

Megaformers & Math 

to Build a Race Car 
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PALESTINE ISD 
TACE 

Southside Elementary TACE Center 

Cooking with  

Mrs. Hazel 
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PALESTINE ISD 
TACE 

A.M. Story Intermediate TACE STEM Center 

Staff  had a great time participating in a Write Brain Workshop in January. 
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PALESTINE ISD 
TACE 

Palestine Junior High School TACE STEM Center 

Building bottle rockets 
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PALESTINE ISD 
TACE 
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PALESTINE ISD 

TACE 

TACE Family Engagement Program 

Upcoming Events 

Parent Activity Calendar - January 2017 

For more information please contact: Mr. Damon Hooe at: 903-727-2666                                                                       

or e-mail:  dhooe@palestineschools.org;   or visit our website www.palestineschools.org.   

mailto:talcauter@palestineschools.org

