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Wildcat Weekly
Message from our    
Superintendent:                                  
Jason Marshall

• Palestine ISD students enjoyed the day off on Monday, 
February 15th, while district staff participated in staff 
development. Staff began the day in the PHS Auditorium 
where I reviewed the district’s new “Vision 2020” plan, 
followed by several presentations from special guest 
speakers. Texas State Representative Byron Cook and Texas 
Senator Robert Nichols each provided an update on the 
2015 Texas Legislative Session and what we might expect 
in the 2017 legislative session. Mr. Richard Sylvester, Palestine High School 
Government teacher, gave a lesson on civic responsibilities. Dr. Keven Ellis, Lufkin ISD school 
board president shared information with staff on the role of the state board of education.  
Pastor Charles Johnson who works with Pastors for Texas Children, an advocacy and outreach 
group that supports quality, public education opportunities for all Texas children, shared what 
we can do as educators to protect free public education for all students. Now more than ever 
before, we as educators must become educated on the candidates and issues; and most 
important of all, vote in upcoming elections. I truly appreciate each one of our speakers for 
taking their time to come to Palestine ISD and share this important information.


• Palestine ISD students are learning 24/7 this year more 
than ever before. At PJH, the focus has been on providing 
students with the digital home base, “Edmodo”, that 
provides students access to content, resources and other 
academic information while they are at school, and also 
from home on their iPads.  The iPad has become an 
innovative support tool for curriculum and instruction, and 
the district is committed to providing students a 
technology integrated immersive, 21st century learning environment where learning is extended 
beyond the regular school day.   


• The Wildcat Basketball Team will play Groesbeck tonight at Centerville for the final 
district playoff spot. The Wildcat Boys’ Soccer Team came away this week with an 
exciting 2-1 overtime shootout win against the Center Roughriders. The soccer team 
will return to district action tonight against Lufkin Hudson at Wildcat Stadium.  Go 
Wildcats!




Go Wildcats

Palestine Athletics

Robby Clark: Athletic Director

Wildcat Basketball


• Our boys have competed well in district but we have finished district play with a tie for 
4th with Groesbeck. 


• The tie breaker game will be played at Centerville High School Gym and scheduled to start 
at 8 pm. We are part of a double header with Rogers and Malakoff that starts at 6 pm. It 
would a good idea to show up around 7 pm because our game could tip off earlier. Thanks 
for all the support and we hope to see you there. 

Ladycat Soccer


• The Ladycat soccer team competed in their first home district game against Center. They 
came out with a 7-0 win with goals from: Madison Munoz (4) Olivia cone (1) Astrid Sandoval 
(1) and Alyssa Morgan (1). They play their next game on Friday at Hudson. 

• The Wildcat soccer team traveled to Center for a district match against the Roughriders.  Center 
was ranked #5 in the state going into the match.  The Wildcats came away with an exciting 2-1 
Overtime Shootout Win!!!  Scoring the only goal in regulation was Tony Guzman with an assist from 
Chris Giron.  Luis Zavala, Malick Absy, Edgar Ayala, and Humberto Mendoza scored in the shootout 
with Bennett Gierkey stopping two Pk's in the shootout.  Very proud of these young men for coming 
back from a 1-0 deficit and showing a lot of character in scoring the equalizer.


 

• The Wildcats  return to district action this Friday night at home against Lufkin Hudson.  Please 
come out and Support your Wildcat Soccer Team this Friday at 7pm.  JV play at 5:30pm.


• Last Friday night the boys soccer team played their first district match at home against the Jasper 
Bulldogs.  They defeated Jasper 6-0 to run their overall record to 15-1-2 and District record to 
1-0.  Chris Giron had 4 goals, Tony Guzman and Humberto Mendoza had a goal a piece.  Allan 
Marquez had two assist with Riley Harper and Tony Guzman recording one assist a piece.  Bennett 
Gierkey had the shutout in the goal.  The Wildcats travel to Center tonight for a very important 
district match. Center is ranked #5 in the state. 


Wildcat Soccer




Go Wildcats

Palestine Athletics

Robby Clark: Athletic Director

•The Palestine JV and varsity squads had a strong week with tournaments in Groesbeck and Waco.

•The varsity team traveled to the Robinson Tournament at the Waco Regional Tennis Center Friday. 
In one of the best tournaments of the year with 20 teams participating, we had two second-place 
finishes and two consolation wins.


•The boys doubles team of brothers Ben Shiller and Alex Shiller took second in their first 
tournament playing together. They won their first two matches 8-1 and 8-5 to set up a semifinal 
match against Plainville, in what may have been the match of the tournament. In a great match, 
the Shiller brothers were down 7-5 and facing elimination but won two straight games to tie it. 
After Plainville went back up 8-7, the Palestine team rallied again to force a tiebreaker. The 
brothers went on to win the tiebreaker 7-5 to advance to the finals. They played a great team 
from Taylor in the finals and hung in before falling 8-5.


•The mixed doubles team of Lucas Sheeley and Annalise Meyers also took home second-place 
trophies. They won their quarterfinal match 8-1 and their semifinal match 8-5 to reach the finals.


•Monica Attaway and Macy Stone won the consolation bracket title in girls doubles. After losing in 
the first round, the pair lost only dropped one game in their next three matches, including a 8-0 
win in the consolation final. 

Palestine Tennis


• Issac Fulgham also got a consolation title in the Div. II boys' singles. In his first consolation match, 
he rallied for the win. Issac got two more wins to bring home a medal.


• In addition, Jorge Giron took fourth in the Div III boys singles and Abby Olguin and Serena Coker 
reached the quarterfinals of the Div II girls' doubles.


• On Thursday, at the Groesbeck JV tournament, Edgar Ayala won the boys' single's title. Edgar won 
four matches, dropping a total of seven games in route to winning the tournament.


• In addition, the mixed doubles team of Dylan Johnson and Ashley Waldon took fourth place.

Palestine JV and varsity travel to Tyler this week for the Tyler Lee tournaments. The JV tournament 
will be Tuesday and the varsity tournament will be Friday.

• Thank you for all your support of the Palestine tennis program. The players continue to work hard 
and it is showing in the results they are coming home with.




After months of preparation the students of the Palestine Independent School District Career and 
Technical Education received first place in the SkillsUSA Lowes Social Media Challenge. The competition 
resulted in $25,000 to an organization or group's project to help the community.


The Palestine students worked together to create a social media campaign highlighting the importance of 
Hope Station in the Anderson County community. According to CTE cosmetology instructor Renda Songer, 
the students were competing against several other schools, much larger than Palestine.


“One of the schools we were up against, the one that came in fourth, their district Facebook page had 
28.8 thousand 'Likes' of their page going into their campaign and we had about 350 on our CTE page,” Songer explained to her students after 
announcing their victory. “I told Brandon Green (Hope Station Director) this morning that I did not think we had a chance of winning, because we were 
just so much smaller and they were so huge.”


Songer said she believed the reason for Palestine’s victory was due to the organization the project was focused on. According to a release from 
SkillsUSA, the finalists’ projects ranged from updating playgrounds, to supporting the expansion of community food donation programs, to creating 
native gardens for a home where families can stay while loved ones are hospitalized.


Green said he was pleased not only for the donation, but also for the effort that the students put into both the project as well as volunteering time 
to help work with the organization.


“We're not just excited about the money, because money can come and go, but for the students involvement,” Songer said. “From the very beginning, 
my dream with Hope Station was to see people with skills and talents use what they love to do to help people and that's exactly what's going on here. 
I've seen it done in the workforce and people in the community and now I'm seeing it in the students. The dream of Hope Station is all coming 
together exactly how we needed it to.”


The video made by the students can be found at www.youtube.com under “Hope Station: Palestine High School.”

Palestine 

High School

William Stewart: Principal

• Ashley Davis investigating electrostatics with 
the Van de Graff generator in Chem Club.

• Huge thank you and shout 
to Laura from Brookshires 
Bakery to demonstrate and 
help us with cake decorating! 
This Friday, our girls Marilyn 
and Sarah (the ones 
decorating in individual 

pictures) are going to compete in baking at the 
next SkillsUSA district competition. So thanks to 
Laura, they have an idea of they'll need, use and 
how to do the best they can!


• Ana tacking cowboy cooker 
grill down to frame for 
SkillsUSA

• There were over 700 artworks at the judging of the Visual 
Arts Scholastic Event this past weekend in Whitehouse. 


• Nineteen students attended taking 30 artworks from PHS.

• Twenty-five artworks scored the highest rating and medaled. 

• From that group 4 pieces were selected to be among the total 

of 39 artworks going to State VASE. 

• Those students are Kelsey Hafner, Heidy Sandoval, Courtney 

Richard, and Emma Ham.

• Please join me in congratulating these fine artists!


http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.youtube.com/


Palestine 

Junior High School

Stephen Cooksey: Principal

• Teachers and staff participate 
in a team building trust 
exercise this past Monday 
during staff development. We 
all had great laughs and a fun 
time!

• Science – Mrs. 
Sanchez’s 7th grade 
Science class use 
microscopes to view 
cheek cells in a lab. 


• ELA – Mr. Wickham’s English students follow 
along to his presentation on their IPad’s. He 
reviews them for an upcoming project. 

• The Junior High 
NJHS kids serve 
punch at the 
Story Honor 
Society Induction 



A.M. Story

Intermediate School

Jamie Clark: Principal

• Pictures from our 1,000 Thank You Challenge. 
 Our students surpassed the challenged and 
wrote over 3,000 thank you notes last week! 
 Story students incorporating their writing skills 
with character building by showing kindness and 
gratitude.


• Our students 
loved watching 
the high school 
Robotics Team. 


• Mrs. Barton & Mr. Odom having a good 
time assisting the high school Robotics 
students in showing off their robots. 


• Students had a great time on Friday 
celebrating Valentine’s Day.


• LOVE seeing all our students dressed up for the NEHS 
induction ceremony and so thankful for all their 
supportive parents.




Southside Elementary

School Melissa Molandes:Principal

• Mrs. Leath makes learning an 
adventure in her 2nd grade 
classroom.  Students 
investigate a crime scene and 
figure out mystery contents in 
bags to learn about clues and 
details in reading.


• Southside students show 
off their Heart Art.

• Our very own Rylan Ross and his dad, Coach Ross, share Rylan’s 
story of heart surgery when he was a newborn.  Southside 
students learned first-hand what raising money for the 
American Heart Association means to kids just like them! 


• 2nd and 3rd graders took 
3rd place in district for 
UIL this year.  




Northside 

Primary School

Barbara Dutton : Principal

• What will we look 
like when we are 100?


• 100 Days of School – A 
Day for Counting


• AR students receive an “I 
Love to Read” bracelet on 
Pizza Day.

• Valentine’s Day 
– Fun,   Food,    
Friends,  and   
Family

• KEY Class opens a flower shop for 
Valentine’s Day.  They learned 
about flowers by visiting the 
Flowers by Pat flower shop.




Washington

Early Childhood Center

Shelia Bradley: Principal

BLACK HISTORY PROGRAM

•Washington Early Childhood would like to thank everyone that 
participated and to those who made donations for our luncheon. 




PALESTINE ISD

TACE

Southside Elementary TACE Literacy Center:


• Mr. Clardy and 
Problem Solving 
Time!

• Mrs. Cox TACE 
students 
decoding what 
they read!

A.M. Story TACE STEM Center:

• Students in Mrs. Maness’ after school 
TACE math class get their homework 
done before engaging in STAAR Prep.

• Mrs. McCoy goes over math strategies 
with her early morning TACE students in 
preparation for the STAAR test.

• Student in Mrs. McCoy’s class shows 
how he uses his iPad to solve a math 

problem.

• Mrs. Gold-Carter 
guides her TACE 
science students in 
discovering the 
difference between 
open and closed 
series electrical 
current.

• TACE Robotics 
students are 
learning how 
to program 
their robots.



PALESTINE ISD

TACE

Palestine Junior High School TACE STEM Center:


• A great time was had by all at the District 
Painting event this past Wednesday, February 

10th.

• Mrs. Gregory's crafty chicks showing off their 
recent products.

• Mrs. Burgess' class created one of a kind Valentine gifts. 



PALESTINE ISD

TACE

Palestine High School TACE College and Career Center:


• Science 
Club!

• TACE Parent Meeting Painting 
Event

• Geometry PHS 
Style!



PALESTINE ISD

TACE

TACE Family Engagement Program Upcoming Events:


PARENT ACTIVITY CALENDAR—FEBRUARY 2016


PARENT ACTIVITY CALENDAR—MARCH 2016


• For more information please contact: Mr. Tupac Alcauter at: 903-731-8000 ext. 1266 or e-mail: 
talcauter@palestineschools.org; or visit our website www.tacepalestine.weebly.com

Center Day Parent Meeting/Workshop Hour

Palestine High School TACE 

College and Career Center

9 Gangs (#86) 2:00-3:00 pm

30 Bullying (#22) 5:30-6:30 pm

Palestine Junior High School 

STEM Center

1 District Workshop “Painting with Parents”
5:30-6:30 pm

Cafeteria

29 Social Media
5:30-6:30 pm

Cafeteria

A. M. Story TACE STEM Center

1 Academic Open House and Health Fair 5:00-7:30 pm

22 Physical Fitness for the Non-Athletic Child
11:30 am – 
12:30 pm

Southside Elementary TACE 

Literacy Center

8 Family Science Night 5:00-6:00 pm

22 Art Show 5:00-6:00 pm

Northside TACE 

Literacy Center

24 Sibling Rivalry 1:00-2:00 pm

29 Family Woodworking Night 6:00-7:30 pm

Center Day Parent Meeting/Workshop Hour

Palestine High School TACE 

College and Career Center 23 High School Showcase 5:30-6:30 pm

Palestine Junior High School 

STEM Center 23 Bullying 5:30-6:30 pm


Cafeteria

A. M. Story TACE STEM Center 24 Building and Nurturing Self-steem in 
Children

5:30-6:30 pm

Library

Southside Elementary TACE 

Literacy Center 23 3rd Grade Music Program 5:00-6:00 pm

Northside TACE 

Literacy Center 23 Step by Step Paint 6:00-7:30 pm


Cafeteria

mailto:talcauter@palestineschools.org
http://www.tacepalestine.weebly.com
mailto:talcauter@palestineschools.org
http://www.tacepalestine.weebly.com


Type to enter text21 22 23 24 25

28 3 229 1 5

26 27

4

February/March  
Looking Forward

4:00pm-JH 
Cheer tryouts


6:30pm-Boys 
Soccer


7:00pm-
Regular Board 
Meeting

4:00pm-JH 
Cheer tryouts


5:30pm-High 
School 
Showcase


6:00pm

-V/V girls 
soccer


6:00pm-
Ladycat 
softball


6:00pm-Adult 
English Classes

8:00am-
Baseball 
tournament


9:00am-Master 
Gardeners


5:30pm-Black 
History Month 
Program


6:00pm- Adult 
English Classes


7:30am-SAT 
Testing


8:00am-TSI


8:00am-
Saturday 
School


11:00am-Boys 
Soccer

Student Early 
Release


8:00am-
Baseball 
tournament


7:00am-
Primary 
Election


5:00pm-JV/V 
Soccer


6:00pm-Adult 
English Classes


6:00pm-
ATHLETIC 
BOOSTER 
CLUB 
MEETING

8:00am-
Baseball 
tournament


8:00am-YMCA 
bball


8:00am-TSI


4:00pm- JH 
Cheer tryouts


3:30pm-Cheer 
Try-Outs


6:00pm-Adult 
English Classes


6:30pm-Proj. 
Grad. Fashion 
Show

3:30pm-Cheer 
Try-Outs


5:00pm-Boys 
Soccer


