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At the Girls’ Regional Golf 
Competition last week, Charlee 
Cockrell, PHS sophomore 
finished 5th out of 80. Stevie 
Ybarra, PHS sophomore has 
qualified for the Class 4A State 
Tennis Tournament. Stevie will 
play May 12th at Texas A&M 
University. Congratulations to 
both of these students!

The Texas 84th Legislative 
Session is more than half way 
through the current session.  
The main bills presented by the 
Texas House and the Texas 
Senate have already been filed, 
many debated and voted on by 
the respective chambers, and 
now some of the more 
contentious ones are headed for 
conference committees.  I have 
provided a brief summary of the 
most significant legislation on 
the following page.  I am also 
providing some information on 
a few pieces of legislation that 
some of you have asked about.  

For the main topics, what does 
it all mean?  I believe what our 
organizations (TREA, TACS, 
TAMS, etc) are telling me that 
we are headed for a trade-off.  
The House will get more money 
for schools if they support the 
Senate’s voucher plan, and the 
Senate will get vouchers if they 
support the House’s finance 
plan. I think most of the other 
issues that have been presented 
at this point in the session are 
going to get worked-out.

Please don’t forget to contact 
our elected officials with your 
thoughts/concerns.  
Representative Cook’s contact is 
Mrs. Toni Barcellona, 
toni.barcellona@house.state.tx.
us, and Senator Nichols’ contact 
is Sydni Mitchell, 
Sydni.Mitchell@senate.tx.us.  

Have a nice weekend!

Mr. Marshall 
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Superintendent
Jason Marshall

 
1.     School Finance:  Due to the pending school finance lawsuit, both the Texas Senate and the Texas House want to add 

money to the overall public school finance plan.  My belief is that many of the legislators are doing this to avoid being “told” 
by the Supreme Court in 2016 to fix the system.  Either way, it is good for us.  The Senate wants to add $1.5B in funding, 
and the House wants to add $3B in funding.  The House’s plan would send PISD an extra $1M/year, and while that won’t fix 
everything, it is enough money to significantly help (salaries, technology, transportation, etc). 

2.     Vouchers:  Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick has pushed Senate Bill (SB) 4 through the Texas Senate.  SB 4 is the “tax credit 
scholarship bill” that allows businesses to donate money to this “statewide scholarship for students in struggling schools”. 
 SB 4 by Senator Larry Taylor allows tax credit scholarships for students who are stuck in failing schools, and students with 
disabilities, to attend the school of their choice. Businesses who donate to the scholarship fund will receive a tax credit to 
help lower a portion of their franchise tax liability.  While very limited in scope right now, SB 4 “lets the fox in the hen house” 
in reference to the expansion of vouchers over time.  Keep in mind that SB 4 must still pass the House and/or Conference 
Committee and be signed into legislation by the Governor.  I think all of us in public schools realize that any type of “voucher” 
isn’t good, but it appears at this time, that the scope of these “vouchers” is very limited (even if SB 4 eventually becomes 
legislation).  As an aside, our Senator Robert Nichols chose not to support SB 4, and I was very surprised.  I believe this is 
due to school people in his Senatorial district educating him about the dangers of vouchers. 

3.     Accountability:  The Senate Ed Committee passed SB 313 on a vote of 13-0 yesterday.  This bill will reduce the number of 
TEKS required in each subject and should result in teachers having more time to devote to each of the standards.  The bill 
now goes before the Full Senate for a vote.  I think this legislation will pass the Senate and pass the House easily.  This is an 
excellent step towards allowing schools to focus on what is essentially important and to make significant strides in critical 
academic areas.  The Texas House has also given preliminary approval to SB 149, which would provide relief to high school 
students who successfully complete their coursework but will not graduate due to failure of EOC exams.  The House 
approved several amendments to the bill. One permits a school district to establish an individual graduation committee for a 
student who fails up to two EOC exams. (The House Committee Substitute had reduced the number of EOCs to one.) The 
bill now returns to the Senate, which must accept the House’s amendments or the bill will go to conference committee.  I 
have supported SB 149 but only as a temporary measure.  It does not need to linger for more than 2 years or students will 
not take their tests seriously therefore hurting the high schools’ accountability rating. 

4.    Tax Cuts:  Both the House and the Senate want Texas citizens to see some type of tax relief.  However, they disagree on 
the best ways to implement tax relief.  The Senate feels that tax relief should come in the form of extending the homestead 
exemption for property owners, and they have indicated that the average home owner would see about $250/year in 
property tax relief.  The House, however, wants a reduction in sales tax as they believe more Texans will benefit from a 
reduction (about 1%) in sales tax than they will in a reduction of property taxes. 

5.     PreK legislation: Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick and Gov. Greg Abbott, both Republicans, are at odds over preK education.  Both 
stated during their campaigns that extending preK funding/services would be a top priority for the current session, and Gov. 
Abbott has stood pretty close to his commitment.  Due to the internal Republican stalemate over preK legislation, however, 
there is not serious legislation to improve the preK situation to date.  I do think it will happen this session – it may just not 
happen in time for schools to do much about it prior to next school year. 

6.    Teacher Evaluation/Salary Legislation:  The following article does an excellent job of summarizing some pretty 
controversial legislation regarding teacher pay and evaluations.  Many of you will remember the old “career ladder”.  I think 
this legislation just depends on what your own beliefs are.  It can be good, and it can be bad.  It’s a little scary to me, but 
again, it could be a good thing for students and for teachers.  We just need to see more of the specifics before forming 
opinions.  According to sources in Austin, these bills (SB 893 and its twin in the House, HB 2543) will probably not pass due 
to the high criticism/activity of teacher groups.  http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/tomball/news/bill-on-teacher-salaries-
evaluations-stirs-controversy/article_744b1e46-d608-5639-b1b6-5c7bfbcc1082.html 

7.     Scoliosis Screening Legislation:  I have not seen anything in reference to this.  I will continue to check. 
8.     Truancy Legislation:  Last week, the Senate approved overwhelmingly SB 106 which made big changes to the state’s 

truancy laws. The bill that passed the Senate was not as extreme as the original bill, but it will change the way schools have 
traditionally “done business”. Very briefly, SB 106 will require a school district to 1.) hire or appoint a person who will focus 
on truancy issues in the district and work with affected students and the courts, 2.) establish guidelines on truancy 
intervention, prevention, and counseling programs, and 3.) file truancy cases in municipal or JP courts, but prosecution will 
be a civil rather than criminal offense. The bill will still allow for prosecution of parents who allow children to be truant from 
school. 

http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/tomball/news/bill-on-teacher-salaries-evaluations-stirs-controversy/article_744b1e46-d608-5639-b1b6-5c7bfbcc1082.html
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/tomball/news/bill-on-teacher-salaries-evaluations-stirs-controversy/article_744b1e46-d608-5639-b1b6-5c7bfbcc1082.html


 

Go Wildcats 
Palestine Athletics

Robby Clark: Athletic Director
 

Tennis

Stevie Ybarra qualified for the state tennis tournament Tuesday, taking second place at the regional meet in 
Bryan. Stevie won in a playback for second place, 6-0, 7-5 to advance to state. After winning her quarterfinal 

match Monday, Stevie lost in the semifinals Tuesday morning. She won her third place match and got the 
chance at the playback when the young lady who beat her in the semis won the championship match. This 

allowed Stevie to play for second place.
In addition, Ben Shiller made it to the quarterfinals in boys singles and Lucas Sheeley and Annalise Meyers 

made it to the quarterfinals in mixed doubles.
The state tournament is May 12 and 13 at Texas A&M. I will send out more details later today once I get on be 

UIL site and get all the information.
Thank you for your continued support of Palestine tennis.

Congratulations to the Girls Soccer Team for 
another great season!!  Very proud of these 

young ladies! 
  

District Awards: 
  

MVP of District:  Amber Gonzalez 
  

First Team All-District: 
 Astrid Sandoval 

Karina Trejo 
Ashleigh Martinez 

Gabby Meyers 
  

Second Team All-District: 
 Haley Harroff 
Vanessa Giron 
Brenda Garcia 

  
Honorable Mention: 

 Paulina Sanchez 
Olivia Cone 

Lauryn James 

Congratulations to the Boys Soccer Team for an outstanding season.  
Very proud of these young men!! 

 -Set School record in wins with 25 
 -Had a 28 game unbeaten streak....went 3 months without a 

loss!!! 
 -Ranked #1 in the state for 11 weeks by maxpreps 

 -Won a district title outright for the first time in school 
history 

  
District Awards: 

  
MVP of the district: Cass French 

Offensive MVP: Pablo Aguilar 
Goal Keeper of the Year: Bennett Gierkey 

Coach of the Year: John Absalom 
  

First Team All-District: 
Wilmer Marquez 

Treven Carr 
Adolfo Loera 

Fabian Mendez 
  

Second Team All-District: 
Angel Renteria 

Carlos Ruiz 
Chris Giron 
Luis Ferretiz 

  
Honorable Mention: 

Allan Marquez 
Rudy Ruiz 

Tomas Garcia 
  

Thanks for the support throughout the whole season!!!

 Girls and Boys Soccer



 

Palestine  
High School

William Stewart: Principal

Regional results: (Gladewater) 
Bulletin Board - 2nd place - Kimberleigh Dean & Christina Campos - advanced to 
state 
Bulletin Board - 3rd  place - Taylor Wehling & Destiney Swain 
Children's Literature - 4th place - Christina Campos & Taylor Wehling 
Children's Literature - 5th place - Kimberleigh Dean & Domonique Robinson 
Administrative Career Exploration - 1st place - Christina Campos - advanced to 
state 
Administrative Career Exploration - 2nd place - Kimberleigh Dean - advanced to 
state 
Teacher Created Materials -   2nd Place - Nolan Mays & Savannah Pacheco - 
advanced to state 
Project Visualize -   2nd Place - Taylor Wehling & Destiney Swain & Malane Dorn - 
advanced to state 
Public Speaking -  3rd Place - Savannah Pacheco 

STATE results: (Lubbock) 
Blue Ribbon - Bulletin Board - Kimberleigh Dean & Domonique Robinson 

TAFE officers: 
President (Fall 2014 Taylor Wehling) 
President -(Spring 2015) Savannah Pacheco 
Vice President - Nolan Mays 

TAFE in Competition

Stacy Kolander 
uses a cover 

from old propane 
tank to make a 
flower planter.

Mrs. Comacho’s class 
dissecting cats.

The two join 
together for 
Southside Mentor 
Day rewarding 3rd 
graders for their 
diligent 
preparation for 
STAAR next week!

Mrs. Brown’s APES 
students are 

celebrating Earth 
Day.

There is BUSINESS in every profession... including sports!  Earth Day Recycling Project in 

Cats in the Classroom 

Earth Day in AP Environmental Science 



 

Palestine  
Junior High School

Stephen Cooksey: Principal

Thinking Caps

Mrs. Sanchez’s 7th Grade Pre Ap Science students 
wear their thinking caps. They Learned what  
parts of the brain that control body activities. 
Students performed different actions and 
determine  what part  of their brain they were 
using. They then created a brain map and color 
coordinated each part of the body to the part of 
the brain that control its functions. 

Our National Junior Honor Society planted dogwood 
Trees, donated by the Walmart distribution center, 
to commemorate Earth Day. They all had a blast 
getting the chance to work outside and look forward 
to watching their trees  grow. 

Tree Donation From Walmart



 

A.M. Story 
Intermediate School

Amanda Jackson: Principal

6th grade math students 
celebrate passing their last 

Benchmark exam. “Mrs. 
Reagan, how big is that pie 

going to be when we pass the 
Math STAAR?” 

6th Grade Celebrating

Congratulations to the following 6th grade 
students for making Junior High Cheerleader: 

Happy Administrative Professionals Day!!! We 
couldn’t do it without the team effort in the 

Story office from Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. 
Navarro, Mrs. Middleton, and Mrs. Poor. Each 

little token of appreciation held a special 
meaning. 

Junior High Cheerleaders

Mia Ramirez 

Kylie Harper 

Ty’rianah Owens 

Kyndal Barnes 

Haley Kincade 

Savannah Gregory

Junior High Cheerleaders



 

Southside Elementary 
School
Melissa Molandes:Principal

Southside Students of the Month 
2nd Grade - 
Michael Brauer 
(Mrs. Gray’s class)  
3rd Grade -Janelle 
Sambrano  (Mrs. 
Jenkin’s class) 

Students of the Month

Mrs. Leath’s 2nd grade students 
presented their 
planet reports 
and projects to 
their classmates 
and parents. 

Southside 
Soldiers ready to 
wage war against 

the STAAR! 

Walmart Distribution Center donated trees to our 
school and our teachers.  We are so thankful for the 

support of Palestine businesses! 

Mrs. Camp and Mrs. Jenkins’ kids show off their 
skills working on preparing for STAAR in our Testing 

Boot Camp. 

Tree Donation from Walmart

War against STAAR

STAAR Bootcamp

Planet Reports 



  

Northside  
Primary School

Barbara Dutton : Principal

TACE Spring Fling 

K-Teachers Kindergarten Day



 

Washington 
Early Childhood Center

Rhonda Herrington: Principal

The highlights of a prek teacher at work are when they see a child’s eyes light up when 
they learn/try something new. When they suddenly are able to make the letters in their 
name, or do something they weren’t previously able to do. When a class full of 4 year 
olds suddenly take an interest in 

letters, words, rhyming and trying 
to read, it makes every day worth 

it. When students are lined up 
waiting to come into class, and then 
run in and give the teacher a hug, it 
warms their hearts. Although there 
are a ton of things that WECC staff  
enjoy doing outside of work, none 
of them are quite as fulfilling as 

teaching those little ones who soak 
up everything given to them.

Pre-K Teachers

May 4th – WECC Cinco de May Celebration with PHS 

May 7th – Mom and Son Event (Monster Truck Day) 

May 15th – Field Day 

May 21st – Visit to Northside Primary

Upcoming Events



 

PALESTINE ISD 
TACE

 

Northside TACE Literacy Center 

 

A. M. Story TACE STEM Center: 

Science 
enrichment 
activities. The 
students are 
extending their 
knowledge of 
motion through 
hands on learning.

Spring Fling fun at Northside. 
Several community members were 

also 
involved 

in this fun 
night. 

Learning equivalent 
fractions is a fun 
challenge 
at early 
morning 
cafeteria 
time!

TACE students enjoy playing 
Fact/Opinion game while 

having breakfast.

Peers help one another in 
learning many new tasks 

in Yearbook class.

Cooks are learning the recipe 
for French toast while using 

reading and math skills.

An increasing number of Story 
students are earning 30 day TACE 
attendance 
awards which 
entitle them 
to free Dress 
Code Passes.

More students proudly show off their Dress Code Passes 
for reaching 
30 days in 

TACE 
attendance.



 

PALESTINE ISD 
TACE

Palestine ISD TACE Parent Program 
invites all community members to 
participate in knitting classes. Classes 
are held on Wednesdays, from January 
29th to May 14th, 2015 from 6 to 7:30 
pm in High School Room 222. 

Palestine High School TACE Program 
invites all Palestine ISD parents to 
register for GED tutorials. Classes will 
be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
5 pm, in High School Room 205. For 
more information contact please Mrs. 
Johnson: 903-731-8005 ext. 4004 

 

Southside Elementary TACE Literacy Center Upcoming Events

 

Parent  Activity Calendar-April 2015/May 2015

Mrs. Meza’s TACE class is teaching each other about 
Emperor Penguins and what the 

“Daddy” does instead of “Mama”. 
Daddy Penguin takes care of the 
baby chick while Mama Penguin 
hunts for food for the family.

Hungry Hippo 
and 

Homework 
Hour!

Palestine High School TACE 
College and Career Center

1
Palestine City Meeting

6:00-8:00 pm

2 8:00 am – 5:00 pm

4, 
11, 
18

Zumba Class 6:00-7:00 pm

27 Wall of Fame 6:00-7:00 pm

Palestine Junior High 
School STEM Center

7 Family HOPE/Positive Behavior 
Support for Families of Children 
with Challenging Behavior

5:30-6:30 pm
21

A. M. Story TACE STEM 
Center

12 7 Habits of Highly Effective People 5:30-6:30 pm

27
How to Read with your Child and 
Summer Reading Program

5:30-6:30 pm

Southside Elementary 
TACE Literacy Center

7 Palestine Public Library 5:00-5:45 pm

19 Making your Child a Better Reader 5:00-5:45 pm

Northside TACE Literacy 
Center

14 Northside Family Art Show 5:00-7:00 pm

28 Parent Meeting for Summer 5:30 pm

Palestine High School 
TACE College and 
Career Center

27 Zumba Class
6:00-
7:00 
pm

A. M. Story TACE 
STEM Center 27

Understandin
g STAAR Test 
Reports

5:30-
6:30 
pm

Northside TACE 
Literacy Center 28

Academic 
Success

5:00 
pm

For more information please 
contact: Mr. Tupac Alcauter at: 
903-731-8000 ext. 1266 or e-
mail: 
talcauter@palestineschools.org; 
or visit our website 
www.tacepalestine.weebly.com

mailto:talcauter@palestineschools.org
http://www.tacepalestine.weebly.com
mailto:talcauter@palestineschools.org
http://www.tacepalestine.weebly.com
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APRIL/MAY 
Looking Forward

4:00p HS - 
Kik Kat 
tryouts begin

5:30p ST - 
TACE - 
Understandin
g STAAR Test 
Reports

Band - UIL 
Contest @ 
Troup

SS - Family 
Night for Book 
Fair

NS - TACE - 
Sexual Abuse 
Prevention - 
Parent 
Meeting

 

Testing - AP 
US History, 
AP Studio Art

NS - 
Northside Art 
Show

8:00a HS - 
TSI - 
Computer 
Lab

7:00p Project 
Graduation 
Drawn-Down 
Dinner

SAT Test at 
PHS

Testing - EOC 
Algebra, AP 
Spanish Lit and 
Culture

5:00p SS - TACE 
- Palestine 
Public Library

5:30p JH - TACE 
- Hope - 
Behavior 
Support for 
Families

6:00p Talent 
Show - PHS 
Auditorium

Testing - AP 
English 
Literature & 
Composition

Testing - AP 
Physics, 
EOC Biology

5:00p HS - 
Juniors' 
Waltz 
Practice

TESTING - 
AP Calculus, 
EOC US 
History

TEST - AP 
Chemistry, AP 
Environmental 
Science
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