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The district remembered a 
tremendous leader this week, Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.  His 
message of freedom, equality, 
justice and love will never be 
forgotten. In honor of the 
holiday, staff and students got 
the day off.  I hope everyone 
enjoyed the day. I’m not sure how 
long it’s been since the Palestine 
ISD Board of Trustees arrived for 
their regular monthly meeting as 
snow was falling, but last night 
our board members did just that. 
As the school board meeting was 
in session, a beautiful, light snow 
fell. I’m sure this has not 
happened too many times since 
the Palestine Schools first opened 
in about 1852. Our board 
members are truly dedicated, and 
didn’t let the snow keep them at 
home. Thankfully, the snow 
didn’t affect the road conditions. 
Last night’s school board meeting 
was a special one in honor of our 
Board of Trustees. Board 
members received decorated 
boxes filled with goodies from 
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each campus. The board room was 
draped with colorful banners made 
by students, and the A.M. Story 
Intermediate 6th Grade Choir gave 
an excellent performance to the 
song, “Joy”. PHS staff and students 
thanked the Board for everything 
they do in a video produced by the 
Broadcast Journalism class, and the 
PHS Culinary Arts and FFA classes 
teamed up to prepare and serve a 
delicious dinner for the Board. On 
behalf of the PISD Board of 
Trustees, Board President, Wade 
Hobbs expressed appreciation for 
everything and added that it is an 
honor to be a part of the team. Have 
a great weekend! 

First snow of the year – January 
24, 2014

Palestine Independent School District



Go Wildcats
Palestine Athletics

Lance Angel: Athletic Director

Softball practice has begun. We currently have over 30 girls participating in softball. Head Coach Meghan Clingman is excited about 
our prospects and the way the girls are working.  Softball’s first live action will be a scrimmage vs. Elkhart on January 30th here in 
Palestine. Baseball begins their 2014 season this Friday.  This will be the first day of baseball practice. Boys and Girls Basketball will 
play Rusk here on Friday.  Both teams are in a good position to make the playoffs. Boys and Girls Power lifting will travel to Rusk this 
Saturday to compete in their second meet of the year. Boys Soccer finished 3rd in their annual tournament.  The Boys won 3 games and 
tied 2 during tournament play.



Palestine 
High School

William Stewart: Principal

Coach Baker’s Robotics & Automation class participated in the 
VEX competition this past weekend in Richardson, TX.  at LV 
Berkner High School.  Out of 48 teams, our teams finished 17th 
and 34th. It was 
their first 
competition. 
The next 
competition 
with be 
February 15th 
in Carthage.

Robotics & Automation VEX Competition

Thanks to all UIL academic coaches, PHS faculty members and administration for 
making our UIL Invitational meet on Friday and Saturday a big success!!  Competitors 
and coaches enjoyed our hospitality and new facilities.  It could not have happened 
without your hard work!  I appreciate all of your efforts to help our students succeed!

Thank You

PISD Health Science 
clinical students 

participate in real time 
drill with Palestine 
Regional EMS to 

demonstrate one of 
the twelve AMBUS 
systems found in 

Texas.

Health Science
Palestine High School students make the local newspaper for 
academic excellence!

Trinity Valley Community College Honor List

President’s List (GPA 3.75 or higher)

Breanna Jackson

Wesley Ives

Dean’s List (GPA 3.5-3.74)

Cheyenne Masters

Academic Excellence



Palestine 
Junior High School

Larissa Loveless: Principal

The Junior High ACE Program is getting off to a fantastic start this semester. We have had almost 
400 new enrollments into the ACE Program this semester, and have several new activities such as 
ACE Café and Sports Clinics.

ACE

Mrs. Sloan’s afterschool workshop kids are working on constructing a roller coaster in the ACE 
Program. The students are using cardstock paper to create a really neat model of a roller coaster. 
They have worked really hard and will be completing the project in the weeks to come.

AFTERSCHOOL WORKSHOP

Ms. Wooden’s Theater Art’s class has been practicing on performing skits that they created in their 
groups. Students are very enthusiastic about getting the opportunity to perform for their peers.

THEATER ARTS

Ms. Unger’s STEAM Honors class did a depth and complexity project using duplex 
cookies. They researched the origin of cookies, discussed the cookies using sensory 
details, consider 
how cookies 
would be viewed 
from multiple 
perspectives, such 
as moms, Santa, 
or the Cookie 
Monster, and then 
shared their 
thoughts on 
cookies.

STEAM

The project had several components, including a paper based element and a virtual element.
PROJECT



A.M Story
Intermediate School

Amanda Jackson: Principal

Say hello to Sophie, a special friend of 
ours. She and her owner visit some of our 
classes twice a month. Our students enjoy 
their time with her. 

Sophie

Mrs. Quarles 6th grade science students 
were recently treated to an ice cream 
treat.  These students gained the greatest 
points on their recent benchmarks. Way to 
go guys! 

Something Sweet

Students who sold at least 20 
items during the PTA 
fundraiser, were treated with a 
limo ride and a pizza 
luncheon. Thank you PTA for 
recognizing these students. 

Riding Story Style



Southside Elementary
School
Stephen Cooksey: Principal

Students are “Diving into Learning” here at Southside Elementary! 

On Thursday January 16th, Southside Elementary hosted their 
1st Semester Awards Night at the PHS Auditorium. There was 
a wonderful turnout and the students loved it. Special Thanks 
to Mr. Stewart and Mr. Cates for allowing us the opportunity 
to use their wonderful facilities. 

Awards

On Thursday and Friday our students with Great Behavior 
were rewarded with a Pizza Party with the Principals. It was a 
blast! Special 
Thanks to 
Mrs. Molandes 
for a “Job Well 
Done.”

Great Behavior



Northside 
Primary School

Barbara Dutton : Principal

Reading  big book 
made in class.

Literacy Stations

Students create MLK story 
in art.

MLK Story

Kindergarten Shared Writing in 
Mrs. Cooper's class.

Mrs. Cooper's Class

Small Groups

Mrs. Jackson's guided reading.

Guided Reading

Literacy Stations

Finding the Rr's



Washington
Early Childhood Center

Rhonda Herrington: Principal

Washington ECC is helping each child develop to their full potential, not only by addressing 
academic needs but also, physical and social needs. 

• Winter Princess Ball – Jan 31st

• 100th Day of School Celebration – Feb 4th

Upcoming Events

Active play is very important both for good health and for building gross motor skills. For 
preschoolers, developing large motor skills—learning to use the large muscles in their legs, 
arms, and trunk to run, jump, throw, catch, 
and kick—is fun! Mrs. Marcellus provides our 
students with plenty of time to work on his/
her muscles, big and small. They all have to 
work together to help each other succeed! 
Motor Lab at Washington Early Childhood is 
FUN! 

MOTOR LAB

Mrs. Campbell has a special knack of making literacy fun for the students at Washington ECC. Through the use of a wide 
range of picture books, songs, poetry, finger plays, puppets and crafts Mrs. Campbell has created an inviting space for 
children to enjoy literacy-rich, hands-on experiences. By capturing a child’s interest and imagination early, Mrs. Campbell 
helps the WECC students discover that libraries and literacy can be an enjoyable and valued part of their lives. The students 
don’t realize that they are 
developing their early literacy, 
communication and social 
skills that are needed to be 
ready to learn. Mrs. Campbell 
and each of our PISD librarians 
are setting the stage for future 
successes in learning?

LIBRARY
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Looking Forward

 Girls Soccer @ 
Athens

Boys and Girls 
Basketball @ 
Groesbeck

Boys @ 
Henderson

Girls Softball 
Scrimmage 
here vs. Elkhart

Jr High Girls 
Basketball here 
vs. Mexia

HS Registration 
Deadline for 
March 8 SAT

HS Boys & Girls 
Soccer vs. 
Hudson (Home)

Ladycats 
Softball 
Kennard 
Scrimmage 
(Away)

5:00 pm – 
Wildcat 
Baseball @ 
Chapel Hill

ACT Test at PHS

HS Indoor 
Drumline @ 
Coppell HS

8:00 am - 
Powerlifting Meet 
@ Malakoff

11:00 am - HS 
Girls JV1 Soccer 
@ Crockett 

12:30 pm - HS 
Girls JV2 Soccer 
vs. Robert E. Lee 
(Home) 

11:00 am – HS 
Boys Soccer vs. 
Van (Home)

Dogwood 
Power Lifting 
meet @ the Jr. 
High Gym

Boys and Girls 
Basketball here 
vs. Mexia

Softball 
Scrimmage @ 
Jacksonville

Winter Princess 
Ball-
Washington

100th Day of 
School

100th Day of 
School 
Celebration-
Washington   

5:00 pm – HS 
Boys & Girls 
Basketball 
Fairfield

3:45 pm - 
Ladycats Softball 
– Athens/
Grapeland 
Scrimmage 
(Home)

5:30 pm – HS 
Boys Soccer vs. 
Corsicana 
(Home)

PHS Tennis 
Tourn. @ 
Hallsville

5:00 pm – JH 
Basketball vs. 
Fairfield (Boys @ 
Home/Girls 
Away)

4:00 pm – HS 
Girls Soccer vs. 
John Tyler 
(Home)

4:30 pm – 
Wildcat Baseball 
vs. Athens 
(Home)

9:00 am  - Golf 
@ Emerald Bay


